











I’'m Thinking Hoop House Picnic Fun at the Farm

By Wendy Pellerito,
Office Manager and staff Garden Coordinator

When I say hoop house, do you think “what is
she talking about?” Well, you are not alone. I
learned about them myself recently and started
to build one behind my house this summer.

A hoop house is basically a passive solar
greenhouse, but less expensive and it is not
heated with a furnace for year-round growing
like a greenhouse. The interior heats up with
incoming solar radiation from the sun which
in turn is released during the cooler evening
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hours. The SMLC Annual Picnic at the Farm was a great success.

T le came out to enj fi n activiti
What does that Over 70 people came out to enjoy good opd, fun activities
and great weather (well, great weather until the downpour
mean for me? -
. of rain that thoughtfully
More growing . .
waited until the very end!).

time! I can _ :
retend I’ve It was nice to see friends old
fnoved two and new. Staff and a great

team of 26 volunteers did

a terrific job of planning,
getting everything ready,
and making the activities fun
for everyone. Volunteers
were crucial in making
preparations and serving

as greeters, kid’s activity

growing zones
south without
actually moving.
My season will be extended and I'll be eating
fresh homegrown tomatoes in June if things
go well and still eating them into October or
maybe even November.

Do you like greens such as kale? I'll be coordinators, farm tour

planting them in mid-August in the hoop leaders, raffle prize donors, Photo by Charles Scott
house. By November when the plants are raffle prize assemblers, ticket sellers,

mature, they stop growing as daylight shortens. | speakers and, of course, cooks. Kathy Frantz, wildlife

In the following months, they remain in the rehabilitator from the Howell Nature Center showed us
hoop house allowing me to harvest throughout 5 fascinating live animals, including: flying squirrel, red-
the winter. Think fresh greens for your tailed hawk, barred owl (above), ferret, and bald eagle!
homemade soup on a chilly winter day. Photo by Chris Fielding
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And the best part: I plan on putting a couple Organic Garden.

of chairs in there so Middle: A barred owl

when the weather perches on the hand
R . of wildlife rehabilitator

gets nasty, ’'m going Kathy Frantz.
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where it will be by Gardeners
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Wildlife Sightings
Blanding’s Turtle

By Robert Ayotte
Look-out for Blanding’s turtle at SMLC Preserves.

The Blanding’s turtle (Emydoidea blandingii),
listed as a species of “special concern” in Michigan,
has recently been seen by various visitors in the
environs of the Morris-Reichert Nature Preserve in
Livingston County. The preserve offers all of the
features of good Blanding’s turtle habitat including
clear shallow waters for feeding, high ground for
nesting, and deeper pools with muddy bottoms for
winter hibernation. Although this turtle inhabits
most counties in Michigan, it has suffered declining
numbers due to wetland drainage and building in
nesting areas.

The adult Blanding’s sports a smooth shell, 6 to 11
inches long, with black and yellow spots and streaks.
The head is dark and flattened with yellow spots,
while the snout is short and rounded with a notched
upper jaw that gives the appearance of a permanent
“smile”. This species, however, is best distinguished
by its bright yellow throat and a very long neck.

Blanding’s turtles are active from April to October
and are most visible on cool sunny mornings

while basking on logs. The females may also be
encountered while they are traveling to sandy upland

The Blanding’s turtle on the log above was found basking in the
sun by herpetologist David Mifsud in Livingston County in April

2010. Photo by David Mifsud

nesting grounds. They are docile and pose no threat
to the curious hiker. They feed on crayfish, aquatic
insects, small fish, tadpoles and aquatic plants.

Although adult turtles are safe from predators; young
turtles are vulnerable to raccoons, skunks, and fox.
Preserves with ample wetlands, like Morris-Reichert,
help to insure that this interesting species will
continue to have a home in southeast Michigan.

REI Grant Funds Nature Preserve Cleanup continued from page 7

pieces of old cars — for recycling. Right about the
time Erika contacted us, an employee from retailer
REI extended an invitation to SMLC to apply for a
grant to help with stewardship projects. It happened
that we were also in need of a new footbridge to
replace one that had collapsed in a flood and a
boardwalk across a wetland. We put together a
proposal and REI granted SMLC nearly $5,000 to
substantially cover costs for all three projects!

With this big push of encouragement, volunteers
have cut out all the buckthorn trees that were
obstructing access to the trash this past September.
Then in October, 19 people brought rakes, shovels,
and wheel barrows out to dig down through the

decades of debris. Working through the many
field stones and piling up more metal for recycling
(including a license plate from 1969) we excavated
enough other debris to fill nearly half of a 10-cubic
yard roll-off dumpster. With one more volunteer
workday to go as this is written, volunteers are
making great progress toward removing this long
standing eyesore from the nature preserve forever!

If you would like to volunteer for the Spring 2012
REI projects: building a walking bridge over a
creek and building a boardwalk over part of a
wetland, please visit www.smlcland.org, watch
our Facebook postings, or contact Scott Tyrrell at
styrrell@smlcland.org.
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YES! I want to help preserve critical natural habitat in
southeast Michigan by supporting Southeast Michigan
Land Conservancy.

: Check here to let SMLC use my
$_ Total Gift D gift where it is needed most.
Or, direct my donation:
$ General $ F’Iondroe County

___  Fund _  Fun
Land Superior Township
$— Protection Fund $— Fund
Stewardship
$_ Endowment Fund $ Other

Please make checks payable to Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
and mail to: Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy

8383 Vreeland Rd.

Superior Township, MI 48198

Or, make a secure online credit card donation at www.smlcland.org
Name

Address

City State_ Zip

Phone ( )

E-mail

All donations are tax deductible to the extent provided by law. The donor received no
goods or services in exchange for this donation. E-mail used only for SMLC news/
announcements. We will never give or sell your personal information to any other group.

Wish List

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
could use the following items:

* modern commercial lawn mower in good
working order for mowing preserve trails
(retail cost $10,000)

* heavy duty rototiller in good working order
for the Garden program (retail cost $2,000)
» modern laptop computer, in good working
order, with Windows 7 or newer for use in

the field (retail cost $1,000)

* gas powered chainsaw in good working
order (retail cost $150)

* heavy duty gas powered weed trimmer
(with straight shaft for brush blade) (retail
cost $140)

* quality leather gloves (retail cost $6 each)

* bottled water for thirsty volunteers.

Please contact Scott or Wendy at the
SMLC office if you would like to make
our wishes come true!

(734) 484-6565
styrrell@smicland.org
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