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Farm land protected at the Meyer Preserve in 
Superior Township.             Photo by Charles Scott 

Washtenaw County’s Meyer Preserve grows again 
by Richard Kent, Land Protection Committee Chair 

Another 40 acres protected 
in Superior Greenway 
by David Phillips, Superior Township Clerk

On February 16, 2010, the Superior Township Board 
of Trustees approved a Consent Judgment which 
covers 77 acres located at the northwest corner of 
Prospect and geddes Roads. The Consent Judgment 
resulted in the dismissal of a lawsuit that sought to 
place 235 homes on the property that would have 
been served by a private waste 
water treatment system on the 
property. 
Additional outcomes from the 
Consent Judgment are as follows: 
-  eight acres on one corner was purchased by the 

Township for future use to build a fi re station;
-  40 acres is covered by a Conservation easement 

which limits use to pasture, crops and other 

agricultural uses; 
-  the construction of a farm supply store is allowed 

on the remaining 29 acre parcel where the existing 
equestrian arena and stables are located; 

-  buildings on the 29 acre and 40 acre parcels 
cannot be built closer than 250’ from Prospect Rd. 

In addition, the buyer plans on re-locating 
the Superior Feed Company to the site. 
The store is currently located in Ann Arbor 
Township and has a long history of serving 
the agricultural community. 

Superior Township Board members indicated that 
the terms of the Consent Judgment would contribute 
to the viability of open space and agriculture uses in 
the Township as well as resolve the lawsuit. 

In August of 2008, the Washtenaw County 
Parks and Recreation Commission (WCPARC) 
became the owner of 139 acres in Superior 
Township, Washtenaw County.  The Natural 
Areas Preservation Program property is called 
the Meyer Preserve to acknowledge the family 
which long held land in the Township.  The 139 
acres consists of two parcels on Prospect Road  
at the intersection of Vreeland Road: a 55 acre 
parcel located northeast of the intersection and 
an 84 acre parcel to the southwest.  

In March 2010, WCPARC purchased an 
additional 44 acres to the west of the 84 acre 
parcel acquired in 2008.  This purchase enabled 
the inclusion and protection of the western 
portion of the woodlot located on the 84 acre 
parcel.  This diverse woods harbors excellent 
examples of native hardwoods - mature shagbark 
hickory, maple and oak, and Carex lupuliformis, 
a state threatened sedge.  

The remainder of the parcel, about 25 acres, will 
remain in cultivation by Richard Hauk.  gary 

grosshans farms the approximately 65 acres of productive 
agricultural land on the original 139 acres.  

Both farmers, who pay the County a rental fee, have 
worked with WCPARC staff to identify the best land to be 
cropped for intensive agriculture.  Land removed from crop 
production is converted to native grass plantings (mainly 
switch grass) to serve as silt-capturing fi lter strips or buffer 
areas.  Filter strips reduce erosion, enhance wildlife habitat, 
and are mowed in 
some places to form 
walking trails in the 
preserve.

Visitor parking is 
available at the 
LeFurge Woods 
Nature Preserve, 
owned by the 
Southeast Michigan 
Land Conservancy, 
across Prospect Road 
from the 84 acre 
parcel.  
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               General Fund
Land Protection Fund

       Stewardship Endowment Fund       

 YES!  I want to help preserve critical natural habitat in  
 southeast Michigan by supporting Southeast Michigan 
 Land Conservancy. 

Please make checks payable to Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy  
and mail to:    

All donations are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.  
The donor received no goods or services in exchange for this donation. 
E-mail used for SMLC news/announcements.  
We will never give or sell your personal information to any other group.

  Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
   8383 Vreeland Rd.  
   Superior Township,  MI  48198

• modern commercial lawn mower in good 
working order for mowing preserve trails 
(retail cost $10,000)

• heavy duty rototiller in good working order 
for the garden program (retail cost $2,000)

• modern laptop computer, in good working 
order, with Windows XP or newer for use in 
the fi eld (retail cost $1,000)

• 8x10 or 10x12 foot living room rug, excel-
lent condition, in keeping with the historic 
character of the farmhouse; please no stripes; 
call for details (retail cost $300+)

• brush loppers preferably with replaceable 
blades (retail cost $25)

• brush saws with replaceable blades - all 
sizes (retail cost $20)

• 2 portable & storable 6ft or 8ft banquet 
tables with folding legs, good condition.

Check this box to have SMLC use my gift where it is needed most.

Or, direct my donation:

      Total gift  $________________

$___________
$___________
$___________

Or, make a secure online credit card donation at www.SMLCland.org

 Name     
 Address       
 City                 State             Zip
 Phone (      )  
 e-mail     

Please contact Scott or Wendy at the 
SMLC offi ce if you would like to make 

our wishes come true!

 (734) 484-6565
   styrrell@smlcland.org

Wish List
 Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy 

 could use the following items:


