








Conservancy Stewardship News

by Scott Tyrrell, Stewardship Coordinator

Thanks to everyone who came out to help SMLC
with Stewardship activities in fall 2009. We’ve made
good progress maintaining habitat on the preserves.
We will be starting back up with this work this
spring. In particular, May is Garlic Mustard Month
and later on in the summer and fall we will be pulling
buckthorn and phragmites. Please watch your email
for event dates and come on out!

This past October, 25 volunteers from the University
of Michigan Gandhi Day of Service came out to
help with clean-up and repair projects around the
Conservancy Farm as well as much-needed trail
maintenance at LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve
(LeFurge) - cutting back brush and sawing through
some of the many large ash trees that have fallen due
to Emerald Ash Borer. In March, the University of
Michigan Engineering Council Honors Society
came out to continue the trail maintenance as well as
clean, repair and install bluebird nest boxes in time
for spring nesting season.

This spring, SMLC preserves will be getting new
signs regarding their protected status. We will be
looking for volunteers to help with this important
project soon.

A big Thank You to these volunteers who have been
helping with other SMLC stewardship work: to Neil

Naturalists and Watchers he

Volunteers repairing and cleaning bluebird nest boxes at LeFurge
Woods Nature Preserve in March 2010. Photo by Scott Tyrrell

and Jeanne Chapel for beginning a needed update of
SMLC conservation easement photographs; to Gary
Grosshans for plowing out the Conservancy Farm after
major snowfalls this past winter; to Lynn Mida for
helping post no-hunting signs at Morris-Reichert Nature
Preserve; and to Les Pollington for repairing the picnic
table at LeFurge.

If you are interested in helping SMLC with
Stewardship projects and/or you would like to receive
project announcement emails, please contact Scott

Tyrrell at styrrell@smlicland.org or 734.484.6565 for
more information or to sign-up.

Ip SMLC preserves

SMLC has created two new key changes in the preserve and report ~ not violating any of the other preserve
volunteer positions within the those findings back to SMLC. rules.
Stewardship program. Nature SMLC can then determine if

Preserve Naturalists and Watchers  specific intervention is necessary
fulfill important duties that help based on those findings.

out the Stewardship Coordinator
by keeping track of human and
ecological activity on SMLC lands.

Many thanks to the following
individuals for already signing up
to help SMLC in this way: Robert

Watchers are volunteers who are Ayotte, Janet Bourgon, Les
able to visit their assigned preserve  Pollington, Bill Secrest, and Mark

monthly, noting anything unusual Stevens.
Naturalists are volunteers who and reporting anomalies or

have a biology or ecology inappropriate activities to SMLC.
background and help SMLC by Things a Watcher will look for
monitoring their assigned preserve include whether visitors and

SMLC currently has openings for
both volunteer positions at some of
our nature preserves. Please contact

Scott Tyrrell, at styrrell@SMLCland.

during each of the four seasons. neighbors have dogs on leashes, ) i
Naturalists watch for natural pick up after themselves, and are org for more information.
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Local Division News

Monroe County
Land Conservancy

By Peter Fales, MCLC Chair

Good News! Since 2006 members of the Monroe
County Land Conservancy, a local division of
Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy, have
been involved in a large conservation project that
is located in the heart of the city of Monroe, the
Academy Preserve project. This project seeks

to conserve 127 acres of natural areas, farmland,
and open space including valuable river frontage
for use as a public nature preserve and education
center. The property is currently owned by the
Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
(IHM). The IHM Sisters have agreed to work
with the Friends of the Academy Preserve and the
property would be held by the County of Monroe
once the project
is completed.

In December
2008, the Friends
of the Academy
Preserve secured
the second part
of a Michigan
Natural
Resources Trust
Fund Grant.

This grant totals
$2.2 million

and covers 75% of the purchase price of the land.
The Friends continue to work hard to raise the
required 25% matching funds needed for the
purchase. Current project work includes a land
survey and two separate land appraisals, which are
requirements of the State grant. When these items
are complete purchase negotiations with the IHM
Sisters can begin.

Barn Swallows

Gifts in support of the Academy Preserve project

can be given to either the Community Foundation
of Monroe County (734-242-1976) which has set

up a project fund or to SMLC which will pass on

the gift to the project fund.

Superior
Land Conservancy

By Brenda Baker, SLC Co-Chair

The Superior Land Conservancy local division is
promoting a new land protection project for this
year. Two parcels of land are being considered,
which together would provide a connection between
SMLC-owned and County-owned properties. These
“Superior Greenway Connector Parcels” would
essentially complete the goal of a continuous trail
system from Ford Road to Geddes Road. Watch for
more details.

The SLC division is also developing a structured
approach to engage local groups (scouts, churches,
school groups, clubs, etc.) in stewardship activities.
Meanwhile, we are working to better organize
existing and future individual
volunteers, in cooperation with the
SMLC Stewardship Coordinator.

The SLC local division will be
reaching out to existing supporters,
enrolling new supporters, and
facilitating connections with key
stakeholders—all in an effort to
grow, cultivate, and nurture the
local support base—the people
who make our work possible.

SLC will again have an
informational presence at the
Dixboro Fair (Aug. 7) and the Ypsilanti Heritage
Festival (Aug. 20, 21, 22), and this year we are
adding the Superior Township Green Fair (June 19).
We will be hosting at least two nature walks, and
assisting SMLC with some regional happenings in
Superior Township.

Photo by Jim Simek

Finally, the Superior Land Conservancy Steering
Committee now stands at four members, and we’d
like to have about seven. If you are interested in
serving on the Steering Committee or helping staff
our tent at one of the events, please call Brenda
Baker at (734) 482-8084.

10 www.SMLCland.org
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Superior Greenway News
Washtenaw County’s Meyer Preserve grows again

by Richard Kent, Land Protection Committee Chair

In August of 2008, the Washtenaw County Grosshans farms the approximately 65 acres of productive
Parks and Recreation Commission (WCPARC) agricultural land on the original 139 acres.
became the owner of 139 acres in Superior

Township, Washtenaw County. The Natural Both farmers, who pay the County a rental fee, have

Areas Preservation Program property is called worked with WCPARC staff to identify the best land to be

the Meyer Preserve to acknowledge the family cropped for intensive agriculture. Land removed from crop

which long held land in the Township. The 139 production is converted to native grass plantings (mainly
switch grass) to serve as silt-capturing filter strips or buffer

areas. Filter strips reduce erosion, enhance wildlife habitat,
and are mowed in
some places to form
walking trails in the
In March 2010, WCPARC purchased an preserve.

additional 44 acres to the west of the 84 acre
parcel acquired in 2008. This purchase enabled
the inclusion and protection of the western

acres consists of two parcels on Prospect Road
at the intersection of Vreeland Road: a 55 acre
parcel located northeast of the intersection and
an 84 acre parcel to the southwest.

Visitor parking is
available at the

portion of the woodlot located on the 84 acre LeFurge Woods

parcel. This diverse woods harbors excellent Nature Preserve,

examples of native hardwoods - mature shagbark ~©Wned by the
Southeast Michigan

hickory, maple and oak, and Carex lupuliformis,

a state threatened sedge. Land Conservancy,

The remainder of the parcel, about 25 acres, will ~ from the 84 acre
remain in cultivation by Richard Hauk. Gary parcel.
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Another 40 acres protected *‘i},{‘w il ‘*'{‘*w m %
in Superior Greenway (NI . B ? N

Farm land protected at the Meyer Preserve in
by David Phillips, Superior Township Clerk Superior Township. Photo by Charles Scott
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On February 16, 2010, the Superior Township Board agricultural uses;

of Trustees approved a Consent Judgment which - the construction of a farm supply store is allowed
covers 77 acres located at the northwest corner of on the remaining 29 acre parcel where the existing
Prospect and Geddes Roads. The Consent Judgment equestrian arena and stables are located;

resulted in the dismissal of a lawsuit that sought to - buildings on the 29 acre and 40 acre parcels

place 235 homes on the property that would have cannot be built closer than 250’ from Prospect Rd.

In addition, the buyer plans on re-locating
the Superior Feed Company to the site.

SUPERIOR  The store is currently located in Ann Arbor
_/TOWNSHIP Township and has a long history of serving

the agricultural community.

been served by a private waste
water treatment system on the
property.

Additional outcomes from the
Consent Judgment are as follows:

- eight acres on one corner was purchased by the Superior Township Board members indicated that
Township for future use to build a fire station; the terms of the Consent Judgment would contribute

- 40 acres is covered by a Conservation Easement to the viability of open space and agriculture uses in
which limits use to pasture, crops and other the Township as well as resolve the lawsuit.
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YES! I want to help preserve critical natural habitat in
southeast Michigan by supporting Southeast Michigan
Land Conservancy.
Total gift $
[] check this box to have SMLC use my gift where it is needed most.
Or, direct my donation:
General Fund $
Land Protection Fund $
Stewardship Endowment Fund $

Please make checks payable to Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
and mail to: Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy

8383 Vreeland Rd.

Superior Township, MI 48198

Or, make a secure online credit card donation at www.SMLCland.org
Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone ( )

E-mail

All donations are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.

The donor received no goods or services in exchange for this donation.
E-mail used for SMLC news/announcements.

We will never give or sell your personal information to any other group.
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Wish List

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
could use the following items:

» modern commercial lawn mower in good
working order for mowing preserve trails
(retail cost $10,000)

* heavy duty rototiller in good working order
for the Garden program (retail cost $2,000)
* modern laptop computer, in good working
order, with Windows XP or newer for use in

the field (retail cost $1,000)

* 8x10 or 10x12 foot living room rug, excel-
lent condition, in keeping with the historic
character of the farmhouse; please no stripes;
call for details (retail cost $300+)

* brush loppers preferably with replaceable
blades (retail cost $25)

* brush saws with replaceable blades - all
sizes (retail cost $20)

* 2 portable & storable 6ft or 8ft banquet
tables with folding legs, good condition.

Please contact Scott or Wendy at the
SMLC office if you would like to make
our wishes come true!

(734) 484-6565
styrrell@smicland.org
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